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KATE PULLINGER WINS
THE 2009 GOVERNOR GENERAL'’S LITERARY
AWARD FOR FICTION

FOR THE MISTRESS OF NOTHING

KABERPULEINGER

W A

Winner

Congratulations to McArthur & Company’s author Kate Pullinger
on winning the 2009 Governor General’s Literary Award for Fiction for

The Mistress of Nothing,

her riveting historical novel set in Victorian London and Egypt.
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The Prize:

The Governor General's Literary Awards (GGs) are given annually to the best English-language
and the best French-language books in each of the seven categories of Fiction, Non-fiction,
Poetry, Drama, Children's Literature (text), Children's Literature (illustration) and Translation

(from French to English and English to French).

The value of each award is $25,000 and each winner also receives a specially-bound copy of the

winning book.
The Jury:

The jury members for the 2009 Governor General’s Literary Award for fiction are acclaimed

Canadian novelists Judy Fong Bates, Wayne Johnson, and Shaena Lambert.

Said the Jury in its shortlist citation:

“A highly sensual evocat i onThelMistresslofdNathkingiaan d

journey down the Nile that explores the subtle complexities of power, race, class and love
during the Victorian era. The book, narrated by the character of the maid, Sally Naldrett, has

one of the most distinctive and memorable voices in recent literature.”

The Press:

“Pullinger has set herself a challenge that also pays rich dividends. The remarkable life of Lucie
Duff Gordon deserves renewed attention, and Pullinger's novel about this unconventional
literary figure's even more unconventional maid yields some moving narrative which, whether
factual or not, rings utterly true.” The Globe and Mail

“Pullinger has created a compelling study of love in all its guises. The relationships are gritty,
complicated by duty and caste: mother and son, husband and (multiple) wives, and the
perverted interaction between a lady and her mistress.” Quill & Quire

322 KING STREET WEST, SUITE 402, TORONTO, ONTARIO M5V 1]2 416.408.4007
www.mcarthur-co.com



“Absorbing, intimate, Pullinger’s story of a loyal English maidservant’s awakening during a
journey to an 1860s Egypt in turmoil is also a subtle observation of the play of power and love.”
Lisa Appignanesi

About the Author:

Kate Pullinger was born in Cranbrook, British Columbia and moved to London, England in 1982.
She is the author of The Last Time | Saw Jakéeird SisterA Little Strange&nd the short story
colleciona & [ AFS & | D, AlNdblisHed/by McArth s & @raparty. [$fe 802 Y
wrote the novel of the film The Pian with director Jane Campion. Her digital fiction projects
include her multiple award-winning collaboration with Chris Joseph on 'Inanimate Alice’, a
multimedia episodic digital fiction, www.inanimatealice.com. The Mistress of Nothingas also
longlisted for the Scotiabank Giller Prize in 2009.

Kate Pullinger is currently lecturer in Creative Writing and New Media at De Montfort
University. The Mistress of Nothinig her eighth novel. www.katepullinger.com

About the Publisher:

Founded in Toronto in 1998, McArthur & Company has become one of Canada's leading
independently owned and operated book publishers. Its dynamic fiction and nonfiction
programs include many award winning and bestselling Canadian authors, including Kate
Pullinger, Nancy Huston, Barry Callaghan, Anne DeGrace, Jean McNeil, Chris Knight, John Brady,
Aislin, and Patrick Watson. Among the international authors on the McArthur list are Maeve
Binchy, Bryce Courtenay, Mark Billingham, Simon Sebag Montefiore, Marcia Willett, Vikram
Seth and Colleen McCullough. McArthur & Company is also known for its program of French
books in translation (Nadine Bismuth’s Are You Married to a PsychopathRortlisted for the
French language GG for Fiction, will be published in fall 2010) and its ongoing commitment to
discovering, publishing, and promoting the work of new Canadian writers. To see Kate Pullinger
discussing The Mistress of Nothingn our website go to www.mcarthur-co.com.

For further information, please contact:

Diane Hargrave/Christopher DiRaddo (514) 806-5087/ dhprbks@interlog.com
Devon Pool (416) 408-4007 x 25/devon@mcarthur-co.com

Kim McArthur (416) 408-4007 ext 23/kimm@mcarthur-co.com
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